
Ling 10: Introductory Phonology  
fənɑlədʒi 

2012 Summer Session II 
 
Class location: Social Sciences Lab (SSL) 228 
Class time: M/W/F 11:00-12:50pm 
 
Instructor: William Matchin 
Email: wmatchin@uci.edu 
Office location: Social and Behavioral Sciences Gateway (SBSG) 2240 
Office hours: M/W 2:00-3:00pm or by appointment 
 
Textbook: Hayes, Bruce. (2009). Introductory Phonology. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell. 
 
Prerequisite: Ling 3 or consent of instructor. You are expected to enter this course with a basic 
background in Linguistics, including some knowledge of phonetics and IPA transcription as well 
as phonology. 
 
Course Description: Ling 10 is an introduction to the branch of Linguistics that studies speech 
sounds. While some languages use visible gestures (i.e., sign language), the overwhelming 
majority uses sound to communicate. This course is designed to give you an appreciation of both 
the incredible diversity of the world’s languages as well as the surprising similarity among them, 
and that both facts are accounted for by a computational system with a few basic building blocks. 
We’ll spend much of the first week of this course discussing the building blocks, phonetics, and 
the rest of the course discussing the computational system, phonology: the distributions of 
speech sounds within a language and how these speech sounds interact with each other and the 
rest of the linguistic system. 
 
Homework: Yes, you will have homework in this class. There will be four homework 
assignments, each due at the end of the week it was assigned (including week 1!). Homework 
assignments will be available on the course website at least a week before they are due. Please 
print out the assignment and staple the pages together. Assignments will be due at the beginning 
of lecture on Fridays. We will go over the HW and address any questions at the beginning of 
lecture on Mondays. 
 
I encourage collaboration on these assignments, but be certain to write up the answers on your 
own. Cheating is defined as a) copying answers from another student without doing the problem 
and b) giving answers to problems to another student. Cheating will result in a failing grade on 
that assignment. Repeated instances of cheating will result in a failing grade in the course. 
 
Grading: 4 homework assignments @ 20% apiece = 80%; 1 final exam @ 20% 
 
Late policy: 50% will be deducted if the HW is turned in by the next class period, and will be 
worth 0% if turned in later than that. If there is an emergency situation, appropriate 
documentation and signatures will be required. If you cannot make it to a class period for some 
other reason, you will need to let me know in advance so that we can work out a solution.



 
WEEK DATE TOPIC READING 

ASSIGNMENT 
HW / 

EXAMS 
 

8/6 Introduction / Phonetics: Intro Chapter 1: 1-6  
8/8 Phonetics: Consonants and Vowels Chapter 1: 7-17  

 
1 

8/10 Phonemic Analysis Chapter 2: 19-43 HW #1 
 

8/13 More on Phonemes Chapter 3: 43-65  
8/15 Features Chapter 4: 70-99  

 
2 

8/17 Features 2 Review Chapter 4 HW #2 
 

8/20 Morphology Chapter 5: 103-117  
8/22 Phonological Alternation 1 Chapter 6: 121-137  

 
3 

8/24 Phonological Alternation 2 Chapter 7: 142-156 HW #3 
 

8/27 Morphophonemic Analysis Chapter 8: 161-186  
8/29 Productivity Chapter 9: 190-203  

 
4 

8/31 Syllables Chapter 13: 250-267 HW #4 
 

9/3 HOLIDAY   
9/5 Stress Chapter 14: 271-287  

 
5 

9/7 Tone + Final Exam Review Chapter 15: 291-312  
 

Finals 
Week 

9/10 FINAL EXAM 
11:00 am – 12:50 pm 

  

 


